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Stanley Hauerwas:
Destructive to marriage is the self-fulfillment ethic that 

assumes marriage and the family are primarily institutions 
of personal fulfillment, necessary for us to become “whole” 

and happy… This moral assumption overlooks a crucial 
aspect to marriage. It fails to appreciate the fact that

 we always marry the wrong person. 
We never know whom we marry; we just think we do. Or if 

we first marry the right person, just give it a while and he or 
she will change. For marriage, being [the enormous thing 

that it is] means we are not the same person after we have 
entered it. The primary problem is… learning how to love 

and care for the stranger to whom you find yourself married.



What if we began marriage understanding the 
purpose as spiritual friendship for the journey to 
becoming new creation? 

What if we expected marriage to be about helping 
each other grow out of our sins and flaws into the 
new self God is creating? 

What if marriage is about holiness rather than just 
about happiness? 



Communication & Conflict Communication & Conflict 
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Principles of Communication



“Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him 
who is the Head, that is Christ.” - Ephesians 4:15

Be INTENTIONAL about creating space

AFFIRM one another daily

Enter into EMPATHY 

Turn TOWARD each other



What does it 
mean to fight 
fair?



Communication during Conflict



4 Horsemen in Conflict



Criticism

Contempt

Defensiveness

Stonewalling



forgiveness
❖ is not a one-time event, but a process

❖ vertical 
➢ give the offense to the Lord

❖ horizontal 
➢ relational transaction 

“Will you forgive me?”        “I forgive you.” 



Tim Keller: 



grace



EXPECTATIONS



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKKyxmf_BR8


It is crucial to know your own and your partner’s 
expectations of marriage. 

We all have conscious and unconscious marriage 
expectations. Our family of origin and previous 

relationships play a huge role in our expectations.  

What do most expectations in marriage 
relate to?



❖ roles

❖ finances

❖ social life

❖ career

❖ family goals

❖ emotional 
expectation 

❖ faith

❖ communication

❖ priorities

❖ physical 



Expect the Expected
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Marriage is different than other 
relationships. The merged life of 
marriage brings you into the 
closest, most inescapable contact 
with another person possible. And 
that means not only that you see 
each other close up, but that you 
are forced to deal with the flaws 
and sins of one another. 



Marriage doesn’t create 
your weaknesses -- 

it reveals them. 

But how can we change/grow if we assume we’
re already close to perfect as it is?



Predict potential problems
“lifestyle of readiness”

Remember promised provision
We know what we have been given, so we are able to 

face whatever comes up with practical 
courage and hope. 



What does marital love in action 
look like? 
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Wow. That’s a lot. 
Love is active. 
Love is a commitment. 
But it is impossible for any of us to love in this way. The bar is too high. 

Being faced with our weakness is one of 
God’s goals for our marriage. 

“This comprehensive, lifelong relationship is a tool in the hands of God 
to expose our delusions of wisdom, righteousness, and strength and to 
mobilize us to seek help. And there is help, wonderful and sufficient 

help, for those who seek it.” _PD Tripp



God’s grace enables, 
reconciles, restores, 
repairs, teaches, and 

changes us. 


